OCKBROOK AND BORROWASH PARISH COUNCIL
LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

It has come to the attention of the Parish Council that some misleading information has been disseminated locally concerning The Priorway Avenue/ Hawthorne Avenue footpath along the Ock Brook to Kimberley Road.

Responsibility for maintenance of this footpath and the vegetation rests with Erewash Borough Council. The footpath is currently awaiting the legal department of Derbyshire County Council to formally adopt the footpath as a Public Right of Way in which case responsibility for its maintenance and upkeep will pass to the County Council.

The Parish Council is aware of the considerable maintenance costs of keeping the footpaths in and around the Parish in excellent condition and in the case of this aforementioned footpath is undertaking maintenance cut this weekend, at Parish Council expense, even though it’s not their responsibility to do so.  

The Parish Council has a programme of regular inspection and over the last four years has undertaken considerable work which should have been funded by the County Council. If there has been any complaint about any footpaths immediate action has been taken by the Parish Council, again at Parish Council expense. The Parish Council wish to repeat that formal maintenance of Public Rights of Way is down to Derbyshire County Council, but with County Council cut backs anticipated, even more pressure will fall upon the Parish Council to supplement expenditure from their own budgets.  

This year the Parish Council is sponsoring a number of walks in and around the Parish and participants to date have thoroughly enjoyed their days out. The comments have all been positive. Many who have come from far and wide have been most pleasantly surprised about the wonderful scenery and access that the area has to offer. This Parish Council is keen to promote tourism. If it had not been successful it would not have been recently awarded Quality Parish Council Status.

If you walk the perimeter footpaths of this Parish alone its 11.5 miles and there are many more miles of footpaths between ours and adjoining Parishes, all which require regular maintenance.
Any suggestion that the Parish Council has not participated in maintaining their footpaths is based purely on ignorance and is not born out by the facts. The Parish Council is not prepared to let leaflets of this nature pass without comment. All Parishioners need to do is walk the local footpaths themselves to, prove that the assertions made are completely without foundation.  

If anyone has any issues with local footpaths and Rights of Way, please report them immediately to the Parish Council on 01332 664100 and the Parish Council will take the appropriate action. 
